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tured in cases of this nature. It is pointed out as fortunate that no opera¬ 
tion was performed on the tonsil in this case, as the hemorrhage mHit 
have been attributed to that cause. This case has also a very important 
medico-legal bearing. 
Mr. G. Makixs records two cases of Spontaneous Symmetrical Gan¬ 
grene of the Toes in children aged respectively 14 and 7 years. The 
author, after eliminating the ordinary causes of this lesion, is disposed to 
class these cases as examples of that peculiar form of gangrene which has 
been described by Raynaud, 
“ who defines it as a variety of dry gangrene, characterized by the double 
fact that it is independent of any organic change in the vascular system, and 
always affects similar parts ; he considers that its occurrence may be* explained 
on the theory of a persistent vascular spasm commencing in the capillaries and 
extending to the larger vessels, where it may exist to a greater or less degree. 
The origin of these vascular phenomena he attributes to chunges in the vaso¬ 
motor centres, and it is by this central character of the lesion that ho attempts 
to explain the symmetry observed.” 
Mr. II. H. Cluttox contributes n very interesting report of a case of 
Paralysis of the Serratus Magnus Muscle, which he says is generally de¬ 
scribed as n case of displacement of the scapula by the lower angle being 
slipped over the edge of the latissimus dorsi. The deformity resulting 
from this lesion is illustrated by three woodcuts, and its mechanism is 
carefully demonstrated. A valuable bibliography is also appended. 
The volume concludes with the usual tables with reports of the surgical 
cases treated in the hospital. H. R. W. 
Art. XXXVI.—A Handbook of Hygiene and Sanitary Science. By 
George AVilsox, M.A., M.D., F.R.S.E., Fellow of the Sanitary 
Institute of Great Britain, etc. With plates. Fifth edition, enlarged 
and carefully revised, 12mo., pp. 512. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, 
Son & Co., 1884. 
The fifth edition of this valuable handbook is n volume similar in size 
and appearance to the late editions, but bearing evidence of considerable 
revision and additions, which, we think, improve the usefulness of the 
work. The introductory chapter has been entirely remodelled ; the con¬ 
sideration of subjects more properly belonging to the domain of domestic 
hygiene has been omitted, and in its place has been introduced an his¬ 
torical sketch of sanitary science from the earliest ages to the present time. 
In former editions the absence of practical instructions upon the 
methods of making sanitary examinations of dwellings marred the com¬ 
pleteness of the work. This omission has been supplied by an addition to 
the chapter on dwellings of a section on this very important subject. 
The author has availed himself of the recent and valuable reports of Dr. 
Thorne on infectious hospitals, so as to enrich the section on hospitals for 
cases of infectious diseases with material of great practical value. It is 
not long since little or no provision was made for most cases of infectious 
diseases other than that afforded by general hospitals. We have seen 
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rases of variola treated in the general wards of a prominent Paris hospital. 
This reckless disregard of measures of prevention is yielding to wiser 
counsel, and the tendency now is towards isolation in separate°buildings. 
The information contained in this chapter upon the construction and 
arrangement of hospitals and ward pavilions for infectious cases is timely 
and to the point. J 
A separate chapter on vital statistics Jias been added to the present 
edition. The subject is treated in a plain and practical manner; and 
although the practices recommended follow closely those pursued in the 
office of the Registrar General of England, they are such as are generally 
adopted in this country, and their elucidation iu this compact form will be 
of advantage to those engaged in the collection and compilation of vital 
statistics. 
The last eighty-two pages of the volume are devoted to an exposition of 
the duties of medical officers of health as defined under the various public 
health acts, and to an Appendix, containing official memoranda and data 
for the guidance of sanitary officers. Whilst the information here detailed 
relates specially to measures instituted by the Local Government Board of 
England, it is so rich in suggestions and valuable hints of practice as to 
command the attention of every one on this side of the Atlantic who is 
interested in sanitary administration. 
The work has been kept very well up to date, as far as relates to English 
progress; but there is little or no reference to recent advances made in 
sanitary science in this country. 
The illustrations are conspicuous only by their paucity. 
The book is an American imprint; the type is large and clear, and the 
paper good. A carefully arranged index, and a most copious table of con- 
tents, give completeness to this very valuable work. W. H. F. 
Art. XXXVII.—Optra Minora : A Collection of Essays, Articles, Lec¬ 
tures, and Addresses, from 18G6 to 1882 inclusive. By Edward C. 
Seguin, M.D., Clinical Professor of Diseases of the Mind and Nervous 
System in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New. York, etc. 
8vo. pp. x., 687. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1884. 
This work, modestly styled by Prof. Seguin Opera Minora, is a highly 
valuable collection of miscellaneous medical contributions. Close °and 
careful clinical and therapeutical work of the highest practical character; 
important pathological observations, including microscopical research; 
and papers enforcing and illustrating physiological methods as applied to 
clinical study constitute the bulk of the volume. The lectures and other 
articles on cerebral localization stand in the first rank of contributions to 
the now copious literature of this subject. The book abounds in neuro- 
logical work of the character which commends itself both to the specialist 
and the general practitioner. The profession is to be congratulated on 
the opportunity afforded of obtaining in convenient form the work of one 
of the first neurologists of the times. C. K. M. 
